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New diagnostic tests needed as a result of « grennelle 2 »

Following latest environment initiatives by the French government discussed in the “grenelle 2”  initiatives

As of January 2011 

· all property advertised will have to display its energy label, called DPE.

· if the property is not connected to a mains drainage, A septic tank conformity report is needed

· Information regarding the possible pollution of the soil needs to be given.
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If you are a vendor please contact us at info@burgundy4u.com.
Find hereunder some questions and answers regarding the DPE that will help you, do not hesitate to ask us for more information.

Why do I need to this now, and not wait till my house is sold before December 2010?

Actually we have been surprised by the law that obliges owners to present the DPE as of 12 of July to all prospective purchasors

We hope of course that your property is sold before then, but recommend taking immediate action for several reasons:

1) By planning in advance the technical tests, you can get interesting deals with the diagnostic companies. We mention some here below.

2) At the end of the year, there will be long delays to get these done, as most vendors wait until the last minute.

3) If all tests are available at the moment of an offer, the time to “compromis” is significantly reduced, thereby securing the sale in these difficult economic times. 

4) By having all tests present at viewing, the property is presented in all transparency. Having seen the tests when viewing, the purchaser cannot use any negative test result as a reason for a further price negotiation once he is committed to the compromis de vente.

I am not there to organize the tests, what now?

In case you cannot get these tests done, one of our field managers can organize this for you, but need to charge for this service. The costs depend on the amount of time involved to present you with an estimate, and accompany the technician whilst he is at the house. 

What are the costs involved?

Just the DPE will cost minimum 120 euros and more. But we strongly advice that you order all tests needed at the same time. The companies will offer large discounts, payment schedules and renewal schemes for reports that are out of date.

A detached house in a rural environment with 3 bedrooms, will need about 600 euros investment for all tests. The cost depends on what tests are needed. Please consult your diagnostic company to decide which are needed.

If you wish that we organize the tests for you, we need to charge you for this extra service. This will be maximum 150 euros if the property is far away, and testing time is long, as we would be present during the execution of these.
What companies do you recommend?

We recommend two companies here, but you are free to use any qualified diagnostic company.

DPTE, www.dtpe.fr, 03 85 85 54 19 80

With offices in Autun, Dijon and Nevers offer the following

· They offer a pre test at 135 euros, to be able to repair minor details before definitive tests are published.

· If you order several tests with them at the same time and name our company, the DPE test is offered for free or 20% discount is given.

· Also they offer 360 degree pictures and 3d plans of your property, useful for a better presentation of your property

ACDI, www.acdi.fr, 03 85 42 90 45

With offices in Dijon and Chalon sur Saone offers the following:

· If sufficient time is given for planning the visit 15% discount is offered.

· Pay your bill in three delayed payment terms without extra interest

· If tests loose their validity at time of sale, they will be renewed for free.

· Three dimension drawings of your property are offered if minimum two diagnostic tests are ordered.

Ps they are not yet equipped to do the septic tank test.

Are all buildings involved by this test?

In most cases yes, even new property will have a DPE defined. Property excluded are : ( see for French compromis doc) Temporary buildings, agricultural and industrial buildings without heating or hot water facilities, such as barns; religious buildings, Monumnets and buildings smaller than 50m2.

What is included in the report ?

See an example here. It gives indication of energy use and carbon dioxide emissions. It will also give advice on what work to execute  and its return on investment to  reduce the enrgy consumption.

You can also find more information in this french language website :

Guide pratique DPE ADEME#11EF85
My house is new, do I need a DPE ?

Yes, at delivery a DPE should have been delivered by the builder.

What is Validity of the report ?

Once executed the report is valid 10 years

As of when has this been in force ?

The DPE has been an obligatory test since 2007, this latest revieu dates from July 12, 2010, an dis mentioned in loi 2010-788
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